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The timeline below reflects pivotal events that mark the beginning of actions spurring outreach activities and key 
college access or college readiness initiatives, activities or services aimed at population(s) who might otherwise not 
receive reach such services—e.g. parents, low-income students, minority students, etc.  To differentiate outreach 
from other types of services, these outreach initiatives have three key components: (1) outreach is intended for target 
audience(s) with limited access to the services provided, (2) participants are served in their location, (3) outreach 
activities have the intentional a goal of raising awareness.   
 

 
Time Frame Outreach Initiatives and Programs 

1965 TRIO Programs (Upward Bound) among earliest college access programs in Kentucky 

1997 House Bill-1:  Education Pays 

xxxx P-16 Council:  Projects for regional outreach 

1999 First GEAR UP grants awarded to KY institutions:  Berea College, E-town Community College, 
Western KY Education Cooperative 

2001 KHEAA launches GoHigherKy media campaign 

2001 College Goal Sunday launched by KHEAA in partnership with the Lumina Foundation 

2005 Six GEAR UP grants tops $60 million in grant funding per year 

2007 CPE established partnership with The Courier-Journal, the Lexington Herald-Leader’s Newspaper in 
Education program.  Later partnership to include Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority 
and Berea College to publish the GEAR UP Gazette 

2007 Kentucky College Access Network (KentuckyCAN) established 

2007 GEAR UP programs establishes Kentucky GEAR UP Alliance to network and plan cooperative 
activities 

2008 CPE launched KnowHow2GOKy, a multiyear, public service media outreach focused on four 
themes about college planning and college going 

2008 GEAR UP Alliance convenes first multi-project conference in conjunction with the Kentucky 
Teaching and Learning Conference 

2008 Kentucky Girls STEM Collaborative kick-off event (University of Kentucky) 

2009 Kentucky Drop-Out Prevention Summits convened by Kentucky Child Now 

2010 College Access Challenge grant awarded to Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority 

 AmeriCorps, VISTA grants awarded Northern Kentucky University - Kentucky Campus Compact 

2010 KDE convened Advising Task Force to create a blue print of advising strategies for secondary 
students 

2011 KDE launched Operation Preparation a day-long advising activity in schools 

2012 CPE convenes Institute for a College Going Culture for college access providers 

2014 Kentucky Adult Education partners with McDonalds for education awareness campaign 



 
 
 
 
 


