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Take the L.E.A.D. Program
(Local Education Advocate Diploma) 

why take the lead
Take the LEAD helps Kentucky families and community mem-
bers gain the information needed to support their middle and 
high school student in getting ready for college and a career. 
With so much to be aware of, it is vital that families and other 
significant adults in a student’s life have the information they 
need when they need it. It’s also important that this information 
is easy to find, presented in interesting ways, and accessible 
at any time so that fits into any schedule. The Take the LEAD 
online program has been designed with all of this in mind. 

how it works

The Take the LEAD online course is housed within the Digital 
Drivers License system located in the University of Kentucky 
College of Education’s OTIS (Open-source Tools for Instruc-
tional Support) system. The course has three tracks: Middle 
School, High School, and College and Career Savvy, each 
coving a range of topics appropriate to the grade level of the 
participant’s student. Parents and mentors can progressively 
earn a GUK Local Education Advocate Diploma by completing 
multiple “cases” (or modules) within each track. 

Content is presented in a variety of ways including videos, 
graphics, text, surveys, downloadable documents, etc.  To 
allow for family members and mentors to fit this into their 
schedule whether they have just a few minutes or an hour, 
content is provided in 5 – 10 minute segments, with each case 
taking 20 to 45 minutes to complete. 

At the completion of each case, the participant will complete a 
“Prove It” assessment that includes both objective and subjec-
tive questions related to the content. When they successcully 
complete the Prove It, they have officially completed the case; 
unlimited number of attempts are possible.

Once a parent completes all of the cases in a track, they will 
earn their Local Education Advocate Diploma (e.g. LEAD - 
Middle School License). 

what it covers
While cases will continue to be developed throughout 2014-
15, the following are examples of topics planned for inclusion 
in this course.

Middle School 
• Why Your Involvement Matters
• A Look At Student Development
• A New Look at an Old Tradition: The Parent/Teacher Con-

ference
• What Parents Need to Know About EXPLORE
• You’ve Got Resources: The ILP & Infinite Campus
• Understanding Assessments & Common Core Standards
• Supporting the Transition to High School
• Financing College: An Intro to KEES & Financial Aid Basics
• Using Social Media to Support Student Learning

hiGh School
All Middle School Components plus: 
• What Parents Need to Know About PLAN & College 

Readiness
• Introduction to COMPASS, ASVAB, & KOSSA
• Financing College: Tracking KEES 
• The Pre-College Curriculum & Coursework
• Financial Literacy 

colleGe & cAReeR SAVVY
All Middle & High School Components plus: 
• College Knowledge: What Your Student Needs to Know
• Paper Chase: The College Admissions Process
• Preparing for the ACT 
• Keeping KEES, FAFSA Verification and Hidden College 

Costs
• Advising for College Success
• Parenting a College Student

where to find it
Step-by-step registration guide and video:  
http://gearupky.org/forfamilies/takethelead/. 

Take the LEAD Registration page:  
https://otis.coe.uky.edu/DDL/launch.php

The Take the LEAD Program is developed by the GEAR UP Kentucky Program, a federal grant funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education and administered by the Council on Postsecondary Education. For more info, visit http://gearupky.org. 


